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[Retirement Article |

I first came to Japan at the end of March 1976 to work as an English
teacher in Tokyo. The popularity of Japan had not yet even started and
amazingly on the streets of Ginza when I met another foreigner walking
along the street it was such a rare event that we would wave, say hello,
or even stop to chat. I loved Tokyo with all my heart and I was so
shocked by how big it was even as compared to my hometown of NYC.
My stay was only 6 months at that time and then I returned back to the
US for Graduate Studies. I returned to Japan once more to another face
of Japan which was the Hokuruku area in the very traditional and
picturesque city of Kanazawa some 2 years later. It was the exact image
of old Japan that many foreigners have of the land of samurai and geisha
and it was a precious learning experience about cultural Japan on a daily
basis. I was a foreign graduate student under the Ministry of Education
at first and I studied under the guidance of the Department of Public
Health in the School of Medicine, Kanazawa University. I then became a
foreign instructor teaching English in many faculties of Kanazawa
University which was ideally located right on the exact grounds of
Kanazawa castle. I walked to work daily to my class in the castle. After 5
years in Kanazawa as both a graduate research student and then as a
teacher I wanted to have yet another experience in another part of Japan.
Everyone I talked to in Kanazawa and also in Tokyo recommended that T
head for the much loved city Sapporo on the island of Hokkaido. It was a
much bigger city than Kanazawa with a larger foreign population. I was
fortunate to land a job at Sapporo Medical College where I worked as a
foreign language teacher. Hokkaido culture was again so different than
either Tokyo or Kanazawa. People were truly more open minded and
frank and it was like a blend of Japan and North America. After Sapporo
Medical College, I was fortunate to be recruited by 2 very different
universities at both ends of Japan, Miyazaki Medical University in Kyushu
and Higashi Nippon University here in Hokkaido. I was still young and
unafraid of winter so I wanted to remain with the friendly folks of
Hokkaido. In seemed like fate that Higashi Nippon University was located
in an area of Tobetsu called Kanazawa. I was back to Kanazawal

Higashi Nippon University was a rather compact and a very intimate
university in 1988 when I first arrived with just 2 departments at that
time; Pharmacy and Dentistry. 1 taught English to both faculties. The
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students were mature in age, especially in the School of Dentistry.

There were surprisingly many students from Okinawa which made for
an interesting mix of student backgrounds. Higashi Nippon University
grew as the years passed and new faculties joined every few years
making the university extend itself in many ways. The name changed to
Health Sciences University of Hokkaido and I still continued teaching in
almost every faculty established so I got to know and understand many
types of students. I was placed in the Faculty of Nursing and Social
Services which was an ideal match for me.

I was busy with teaching but also advised the English Speaking
Club (ESS) and at first and for quite a few years after we had many
students and interestingly, also quite a few faculty members who
attended meetings and parties making for a quite unique ESS club.

I wanted to help internationalize HSUH and so in 1992 a small
delegation went to take a look at the University of Alberta in
Canada. It was love at first sight for me and the others. The
university was huge and beautiful with amazing architecture. Prof.
John Bachynsky and Prof. Len Wiebe from the University of
Alberta faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences were instrumental in
bringing our two universities together in such a dynamic and
friendly way. Director of the UA English program, Ms. Mimi Hui
pioneered our Summer Language & Culture Program for the entire
time. It has been a joy to work with these three key individuals from
the University of Alberta for all these years. I have made many
great faculty contacts in the many years of going to Edmonton. I
have had the great pleasure of bringing hundreds of HSUH students
from every faculty for this experience that includes language classes,
academic tours, and exciting social activities coupled with a home
stay for the last 25 years. I am hoping for this special relationship to
continue on just as passionately even when I retire.

My great thanks to so many people at HSUH as well as the
students. I feel the students, faculty, administrators, administra-
tive staff, cleaning staff and guards of HSUH have a kind hearted
personality that spreads to all corners of the university. I am
fortunate to have seen our university grow so nicely over these
30 years. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.
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With heartfelt thanks.



