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Outline 
 The mission of the pediatric dentistry is to promote healthy oral environment of children and patients with 
special needs, through clinical care and education. Besides patient care and education, research is an important 
component of the Division of Pediatric Dentistry. Graduate student in the pediatric dentistry program must 
complete an approved research project leading to a paper of publishable quality during the student period. Our 
division research fields are as follows. 
 
Faculty members 
Professor and Director:  Masato Saitoh D.D.S., Ph.D. 
Associate professor:  Mina Hirose D.D.S., Ph.D. 
Assistant professor/full-time lecturer:  Yoshihito Kurashige D.D.S., Ph.D. 
Assistant professor/research associate: Maiko Otomo D.D.S., Ph.D.，Sayaka Sakakibara D.D.S. ,Ph.D.， 

Yusuke Fujita D.D.S. ,Ph.D.，Erika Minowa D.D.S., Ph.D. 
Cinical instructor:  Tomoaki Meguri D.D.S.， 
Postgraduate students:  Taisei Kato D.D.S，Chiaki Kanakubo D.D.S.，Akihiro Ichimura D.D.S.  

Hiromu Takahashi D.D.S. 

Main research in progress 
1) Characterization of Malassez epithelial rest cultured cells 
2) Effect of mineralization by enamel matrix protein on early caries lesion 
3) Characterization of tooth formation and mineralization using a tooth germ cultivation system 
4) Effects of phenytoin on the calcium responses in human gingival fibroblast 
5) Development of novel Mineral Trioxide Aggregate for pulp therapy of primary and immature permanent 

teeth 
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